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River-Lab Grade 5 (RL5)


What is River-Lab?

· River-Lab is a science-based environmental studies curriculum, developed under the

aegis of the Mill River Wetland Committee, Inc. (MRWC), that teaches all Fairfield public and parochial school students in Grades 3-6 about the river basin (watershed) structuring of the Earth.

· The River-Lab Program makes up one-third of the Fairfield Public School Grades 3-6 science curriculum and meets CMT standards.

· Classroom teaching, with materials developed by the non-profit MRWC, is reinforced by study-trips to the Mill River and a local estuary for over 3,500 students each year.

· These study-trips are organized and run by the Mill River Wetland Study Group.  This arm of MRWC has provided the outdoor River-Lab environmental science curriculum for Fairfield public and parochial school students since 1969.

· Each study-trip is led by trained volunteer guides.  The Mill River Wetland Study Group trains over 250 guides annually.

· MRWC encourages community commitment to protect rivers and any particularly       sensitive areas of a watershed (river basin).

River-Lab Grade 5
Productivity of the River Basin System in Spring
This unit examines the effect of seasonal change on river basin life.  Students learn that basin and river productivity affects estuarine and coastal productivity, wherever rivers empty at the coast.  Classroom activities, power-point slides, and a student handbook of organisms are designed to allow students to investigate specific river basin plants and animals and discover how each organism contributes to the productivity of the nearby area and the larger river basin system.  Students also study the critical role of plankton populations as the base of the food web.  As in each level of River-Lab, students are encouraged to consider how humans impact a river basin system.

On the 5th Grade study-trip, students explore the floodplain, focusing on the contribution of organisms to river basin stability and river and estuarine productivity.  Students collect water samples at different locations along the river.  The trip is immediately followed by a classroom lab, using microscopes and a video camera to examine the water samples to compare fresh-water plankton populations from the contrasting river areas.
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